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November 06, 2007 

 

 

Dear Community Supporter, 
 

The Fitchburg Longsjo Classic is fast approaching its 50
th

 year.  We want to make this 

important milestone a very special event that honors the legacy of Art Longsjo.  

 

We need your help.  Please join us, and bring your ideas and inspiration to our first 50
th
 

Fitchburg Longsjo Classic Planning Session on Tuesday November 27th.  

 

We intend to conclude this meeting with a list of key objectives and an action agenda 

that will support the implementation of a series of events and activities highlighting the 

incredible spirit, commitment and determination of Art Longsjo and the 50 years of elite 

racing dedicated to his memory.  

 

The North Central Massachusetts Chamber of Commerce is hosting our first planning 

meeting. 

 

50
th

 Fitchburg Longsjo Classic Planning Meeting 

Tuesday, November 27, 2007 

11:30 to 1:30 pm 

North Central Massachusetts Chamber of Commerce 

860 South Street 

Fitchburg, MA 

Lunch will be served 

RSVP by November 21
st
 to Jane Martin at martin@unitil.com 

 

We look forward to your participation.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
George Gantz 

President  

Fitchburg Cycling Club  

 

  w w w . l o n g s j o . c o m

 In 1973 Raleigh Bicycles was the first sponsor to fund and support the most 
prolific US cycling team of the modern era. This 14-man team containing seven 
Olympians, four Hall of Fame members and U.S. National team members, competed 
and won major cycling events throughout the US, Canada and Mexico during the early 
1970Õs.

 ÒWith Lance Armstrong and now many others enjoying podium finishes in 
International races on both sides of the Atlantic, we all have RaleighÕs sponsorship of the 
Century Road Club of America to thank.Ó said Bill Humphreys, one of the original team 
members. In the early 1970s, Raleigh began supplying state-of-the-art bikes to top riders 
including John Howard, John Allis, and Dave Chauner who played a critical role in 
ratcheting up the speed of American races from an average of 25mph to 28 mph. 

 In 1973, Raleigh took a bold step by inviting a four-rider Raleigh/CRCofA team, 
consisting of Howard, Allis, Humphreys and Stan Swaim to compete in the week-long 
Tour of Ireland. Raleigh backed the team solidly, helping Howard to win a stage and 
finish third overall. Allis finished fifth, while Humphreys and Swaim held their own. ÒThey 
became pioneer riders who started the rise of modern American road racingÓ said Peter 
Nye, author of ÒHearts of Lions.Ó

 ÒFourteen guys, now scattered all over the country, living a variety of lifestyles 
and careers, who have not seen each other in over 10 years, are coming back to the 50 
year tradition of the Fitchburg Longsjo Classic to help celebrate, and to relive their glory 
days.Ó said Humphreys.

Contact: Bill Humphreys, bill@bikeguy.biz 860 227 8280 
www.bikeguy.biz
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